
100 Essential USCIS Civics Questions and
Answers with Detailed Explanations Updated
for 2023
1. When was the Declaration of Independence adopted?

Answer: July 4, 1776

Explanation: The Declaration of Independence, signed on July 4,
1776, proclaimed the thirteen American colonies' independence
from British rule.

2. Who is known as the "Father of the Constitution"?

Answer: James Madison

Explanation: James Madison, known as the "Father of the
Constitution," played a pivotal role in drafting and promoting the
United States Constitution.

3. Which battle is considered the turning point of the American
Revolution?
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Answer: Battle of Saratoga

Explanation: The Battle of Saratoga in 1777 was a decisive victory
for the American colonies, convincing France to enter the war on
their side.

4. When was the Constitution adopted?

Answer: June 21, 1788

Explanation: After years of debate and compromise, the
Constitution was ratified by the required number of states on June
21, 1788.

5. Who was the first President of the United States?

Answer: George Washington

Explanation: George Washington, a renowned military leader
during the American Revolution, became the first President of the
United States in 1789.

6. What is the supreme law of the land?

Answer: Constitution

Explanation: The Constitution establishes the fundamental
principles of the United States government and the rights of its
citizens.
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7. Which branch of government makes laws?

Answer: Congress (Legislature)

Explanation: Congress consists of the Senate and the House of
Representatives and is responsible for creating and passing laws.

8. How many amendments does the Constitution have?

Answer: 28

Explanation: The Constitution has 28 amendments, which modify
or add to its original provisions.

9. What is the "rule of law"?

Answer: Everyone, including government officials, must obey the
law.

Explanation: The "rule of law" means that no one is above the law,
and all citizens are subject to the same rules and regulations.

10. What is the main goal of the Declaration of Independence?

 - Answer: To declare the colonies' independence from British rule. 

11. What is the capital of the United States?



 - Answer: Washington, D.C. - Explanation: Washington, D.C., is the 

12. What is the largest ocean in the world?

 - Answer: Pacific Ocean - Explanation: The Pacific Ocean is the lar

13. Which river forms the border between the United States and
Mexico?

 - Answer: Rio Grande - Explanation: The Rio Grande forms the majori

14. What is the highest mountain in the United States?

 - Answer: Mount Denali (formerly known as Mount McKinley) - Explana

15. What is the name of the vast central plain region of the United
States?

 - Answer: Great Plains - Explanation: The Great Plains are an expan

16. What is the national anthem of the United States?



 - Answer: The Star-Spangled Banner - Explanation: "The Star-Spangle

17. What does the Statue of Liberty symbolize?

 - Answer: Freedom and democracy - Explanation: The Statue of Libert

18. What is the name of the bald eagle's nest?

 - Answer: Aerie - Explanation: Eagles build their nests, known as a

19. What is the motto on the Great Seal of the United States?

 - Answer: E Pluribus Unum - Explanation: "E Pluribus Unum" means "O

20. What is the official currency of the United States?

 - Answer: Dollar - Explanation: The United States dollar is the off

21. What is the First Amendment to the Constitution?

 - Answer: Protects freedom of speech, religion, and the press. - Ex



22. What does the Second Amendment to the Constitution protect?

 - Answer: Right to bear arms - Explanation: The Second Amendment se

23. What is the purpose of the Bill of Rights?

 - Answer: Protect individual liberties. - Explanation: The Bill of 

24. Who is responsible for interpreting the Constitution?

 - Answer: Supreme Court - Explanation: The Supreme Court has the ul

25. What is the highest court in the United States?

 - Answer: Supreme Court - Explanation: The Supreme Court is the ult

26. What is the name of the current President of the United States?

 - Answer: Joseph R. Biden, Jr. - Explanation: The President of the 

27. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States?



 - Answer: Kamala Harris - Explanation: The Vice President is the Pr

28. What is the process by which new laws are made?

 - Answer: Bills are introduced, debated, and voted on by Congress a

29. What is the difference between a democracy and a monarchy?

 - Answer: In a democracy, citizens elect their leaders; in a monarc

30. What are the duties of a citizen of the United States?

 - Answer: Obey the law, pay taxes, serve on juries, defend the coun
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