
Changing the Game: A Comprehensive
History of NHL Expansion
The National Hockey League (NHL) has a rich and storied history, dating
back to its humble beginnings in 1917. Over the years, the league has
undergone numerous changes, including expansion. Expansion has played
a pivotal role in the growth and development of the NHL, bringing hockey to
new markets and expanding the league's reach.
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The Early Years

The first major expansion of the NHL occurred in 1967, when the league
added six new teams: the Philadelphia Flyers, Pittsburgh Penguins, Los
Angeles Kings, Minnesota North Stars, St. Louis Blues, and California
Seals. This expansion doubled the size of the league, bringing the total
number of teams to 12.

The 1967 expansion was a watershed moment for the NHL. It marked the
beginning of the league's national expansion, and it helped to bring hockey
to new markets that had never had a professional hockey team before. The
addition of new teams also created new rivalries and increased the
excitement of the game.

In 1970, the NHL expanded again, adding the Buffalo Sabres and
Vancouver Canucks. This brought the total number of teams to 14. The
Sabres and Canucks were both successful teams in their inaugural
seasons, and they quickly became popular with fans.

The 1990s and Beyond

The 1990s saw another period of expansion for the NHL. In 1991, the
league added the San Jose Sharks and Tampa Bay Lightning. Two years
later, the Ottawa Senators were added. These three new teams brought the
total number of teams to 21.
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The 1990s expansion was a success for the NHL. All three new teams
were competitive, and they helped to create new rivalries and generate
excitement for the game. The addition of new teams also helped to expand
the NHL's reach into new markets.

In 1998, the NHL added the Nashville Predators, bringing the total number
of teams to 22. The Predators were a successful team in their inaugural
season, and they quickly became popular with fans.

In 2000, the NHL expanded into the United States by adding the Columbus
Blue Jackets. This brought the total number of teams to 23. The Blue
Jackets were not as successful as some of the other expansion teams, but
they did help to grow the NHL's presence in the United States.

The latest expansion of the NHL occurred in 2017, when the league added
the Vegas Golden Knights. The Golden Knights were an immediate
success, making it to the Stanley Cup Final in their inaugural season. The
addition of the Golden Knights has helped to expand the NHL's reach into
the Western United States.

The Impact of Expansion

Expansion has had a significant impact on the NHL. It has helped to grow
the league's reach, increase its popularity, and create new rivalries.
Expansion has also helped to develop new markets for hockey and create
new opportunities for players and fans.

Expansion has also had some challenges. Some expansion teams have
struggled to compete with the more established teams. This can lead to
financial difficulties and relocation. For example, the Hartford Whalers were



relocated to Carolina in 1997, and the Quebec Nordiques were relocated to
Colorado in 1995.

Despite these challenges, expansion has been a success for the NHL. It
has helped to grow the league into what it is today. Expansion has also
helped to bring hockey to new markets and create new opportunities for
players and fans.

The history of NHL expansion is a story of growth, innovation, and change.
Expansion has helped to make the NHL the global league it is today.
Expansion has also helped to bring hockey to new markets and create new
opportunities for players and fans. As the NHL continues to grow, it is likely
that expansion will continue to play a role in the league's development.
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Prepare yourself for an extraordinary adventure that will leave an
enduring mark on your life. Join us for a challenging 160-mile expedition
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