Getting By in Taiwan: The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues

Taiwan is a small island nation located in East Asia. It has a population of
around 23 million people and a land area of just over 36,000 square
kilometers. Despite its relatively small size, Taiwan is a diverse country with
a rich history and culture.

In recent years, Taiwan has been facing a number of contemporary issues,
including economic stagnation, political instability, and social inequality.
These issues have had a significant impact on the lives of ordinary
Taiwanese people.
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This article will explore some of the key contemporary issues facing Taiwan
and how they are affecting the lives of ordinary Taiwanese people. We will
draw on anthropological research to provide insights into the cultural and
social dimensions of these issues.
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Economic Stagnation

Taiwan's economy has been stagnating for a number of years. The
country's GDP growth rate has slowed to just 2% in recent years, and
wages have remained stagnant. This has led to a decline in living
standards for many Taiwanese people.

The economic stagnation is due to a number of factors, including the global
financial crisis, the rise of China, and the decline of Taiwan's manufacturing
sector. Taiwan's economy is heavily dependent on exports, and the global
financial crisis led to a decline in demand for Taiwanese goods. China's rise
has also posed a challenge to Taiwan's economy, as Chinese companies
have been able to produce goods more cheaply than Taiwanese
companies.

The decline of Taiwan's manufacturing sector has also contributed to the
economic stagnation. In the past, Taiwan was a major manufacturing hub,
but in recent years, many manufacturers have moved their operations to
China and other countries with lower labor costs. This has led to a loss of
jobs in Taiwan and a decline in the country's manufacturing sector.

The economic stagnation has had a significant impact on the lives of
ordinary Taiwanese people. Many people have lost their jobs or seen their
wages decline. This has led to a decline in living standards for many
Taiwanese people.

Political Instability

Taiwan's political system has been unstable in recent years. The country
has been divided between the pro-independence Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) and the pro-unification Kuomintang (KMT). The two parties



have been unable to reach a consensus on Taiwan's future, and this has
led to a number of political crises.

In 2016, the DPP won the presidential election, and the KMT lost control of
the legislature. This led to a period of political uncertainty, as the two
parties were unable to work together. The DPP has been pushing for
Taiwan's independence, while the KMT has been pushing for unification
with China. This has led to a number of tensions between the two parties.

In 2019, the DPP won the presidential election again, and the KMT lost
even more seats in the legislature. This has further increased the political
instability in Taiwan. It is unclear what the future holds for Taiwan, as the
two parties are still far apart on the issue of Taiwan's future.

The political instability has had a significant impact on the lives of ordinary
Taiwanese people. Many people are concerned about the future of their
country, and they are worried about what will happen if Taiwan becomes
independent or if it is reunified with China.

Social Inequality

Taiwan is a relatively wealthy country, but there is a significant amount of
social inequality. The gap between the rich and the poor has been growing
in recent years, and this has led to a number of social problems.

The social inequality is due to a number of factors, including the economic
stagnation, the political instability, and the decline of Taiwan's
manufacturing sector. The economic stagnation has led to a decline in
living standards for many Taiwanese people, and this has made it more
difficult for them to get ahead. The political instability has also contributed



to social inequality, as the two parties have been unable to agree on
policies to address the issue. The decline of Taiwan's manufacturing sector
has also led to a loss of jobs and a decline in wages, which has made it
more difficult for people to get ahead.

The social inequality has had a significant impact on the lives of ordinary
Taiwanese people. Many people are struggling to make ends meet, and
they are worried about the future of their children. The social inequality has
also led to a number of social problems, including crime, drug abuse, and
homelessness.

Taiwan is facing a number of contemporary issues, including economic
stagnation, political instability, and social inequality. These issues have had
a significant impact on the lives of ordinary Taiwanese people.

Anthropological research can provide insights into the cultural and social
dimensions of these issues. This research can help us to understand how
these issues are affecting the lives of ordinary Taiwanese people, and it can
also help us to develop policies to address these issues.
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