One Ship, Two Epic Voyages, and the Greatest
Naval Mystery of All Time: The True Story of
HMS Terror

Prologue: A Ship Lost in the Arctic

In 1845, HMS Terror embarked on an expedition to the Arctic that would
forever seal its place in maritime history. Led by Sir John Franklin, the ship
and its crew of 129 men ventured into the treacherous ice-choked waters of
the Northwest Passage, a legendary shortcut connecting the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. However, the expedition met a tragic end, disappearing
without a trace, leaving behind a chilling mystery that has captivated
explorers and historians alike for centuries.

Chapter 1: The Arctic Dreaming

The Arctic had long beckoned explorers with its allure of undiscovered
lands and the promise of glory. Franklin, a seasoned Arctic navigator, was
determined to find the elusive Northwest Passage, a route that would
revolutionize global trade and secure his legacy as one of the greatest
explorers of all time. In 1845, with the support of the British Admiralty,
Franklin assembled two ships, HMS Erebus and HMS Terror, and set sail
for the Arctic, embarking on what was intended to be a three-year
expedition.
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Chapter 2: Into the Ice

The expedition sailed north through the icy waters of Baffin Bay and
entered Lancaster Sound, the gateway to the Northwest Passage. As the
ships navigated the labyrinthine channels and narrow straits, they
encountered heavy pack ice, forcing them to winter in the ice-locked harbor
of Beechey Island. During the long winter months, the crews engaged in
hunting, scientific observations, and preparing for the arduous journey
ahead.

Chapter 3: The Final Winter

In the spring of 1846, the ships were freed from the winter ice and
continued their journey westward. They sailed through Peel Sound and
Franklin recorded his last known message in Victory Point, expressing
optimism about their progress. However, as the summer turned to fall, the
ships became trapped in heavy ice near King William Island. The crews
spent the next two winters in a desperate struggle for survival, battling
extreme cold, diminishing supplies, and encroaching scurvy.

Chapter 4: The Abandonment
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By the spring of 1848, with dwindling provisions and dwindling hope, the
crews made the heart-wrenching decision to abandon the ships. Led by
Captain Francis Crozier and James Fitzjames, the surviving crew
members, now numbering about 105, embarked on a perilous journey
southward over the ice and snow, hoping to reach a whaling station on the
coast of Hudson Bay.

Chapter 5: The Search for Clues

As years turned into decades, numerous search expeditions were launched
to locate the lost ships and discover the fate of the Franklin expedition. In
1854, the explorer John Rae returned with harrowing accounts from Inuit
who had encountered survivors wandering on the ice, emaciated and
starving. Rae's findings provided the first concrete evidence of the
expedition's tragic end.

Chapter 6: The Discovery of Erebus and Terror

In 2014, a team of underwater explorers led by Parks Canada made a
remarkable discovery: the wreck of HMS Erebus was found in Erebus Bay,
off the coast of King William Island. Two years later, the wreck of HMS
Terror was located in Terror Bay, just 30 miles away. The discovery of the
ships provided a wealth of new information about the expedition's final
days.

Chapter 7: Unraveling the Mystery

The examination of the ships' wrecks and the analysis of artifacts found
onboard shed light on the harrowing circumstances faced by the crew. The
ships were found to be in relatively good condition, suggesting that they
had not sunk but had been intentionally abandoned. Evidence of



cannibalism was also discovered, a grim reminder of the desperate
measures the crew resorted to in their struggle to survive.

Chapter 8: The Enduring Legacy

The story of HMS Terror remains one of the most fascinating and haunting
mysteries in maritime history. It is a tale of human endurance, tragedy, and
the relentless pursuit of discovery. The discovery of the wrecks of Erebus
and Terror has brought closure to the centuries-old search but has also
raised new questions about the expedition's final hours.

Epilogue: A Shipwreck Immortalized

Today, the wrecks of HMS Erebus and HMS Terror serve as underwater
memorials to the crew who perished in search of the Northwest Passage.
The ships have been designated as historic landmarks and are protected
under Canadian law, ensuring that their legacy will endure for generations
to come.

Historical Note:

The exact fate of Sir John Franklin and his crew remains unknown. Some
historians believe that they succumbed to starvation, scurvy, and
hypothermia during their overland journey. Others speculate that they may
have encountered hostile Inuit tribes or died in a confrontation with polar
bears. The mystery surrounding their final resting place continues to fuel
research and speculation, making the Franklin expedition one of the most
captivating and enduring tales in the annals of Arctic exploration.
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