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In his book "The Territorial Imperative', Robert Ardrey proposes a

controversial theory that the concept of property and the formation of
nations have their roots in the territorial instincts of animals. This article will
provide a comprehensive analysis of Ardrey's arguments, examining the
evidence he presents and evaluating the implications of his theory.
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The Territorial Imperative

At the core of Ardrey's theory is the idea that all animals, including humans,
have an innate need to defend a territory. This territory can be as small as a
nest or as large as a country, but it is an area that the animal considers its
own and will defend against intruders.

Ardrey argues that this territorial imperative is a product of evolution.
Animals that are able to defend a territory have a greater chance of survival
and reproductive success. This is because a territory provides food, shelter,
and protection from predators.

The Origins of Property

Ardrey believes that the concept of property evolved from the territorial
imperative. As humans began to live in settled communities, they began to
develop a sense of ownership over the land they occupied. This sense of
ownership was reinforced by the need to defend their territory from other
groups.

Over time, the concept of property became more formalized, and people
began to develop laws and institutions to protect their property rights.
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However, Ardrey argues that the underlying psychological need for territory
is still a powerful force in human behavior.

The Origins of Nations

Ardrey also argues that the formation of nations can be traced back to the
territorial imperative. As human populations grew, they began to compete
for resources. This competition led to conflict between different groups, and
eventually to the formation of nations.

Nations are essentially territories that are defended by a group of people
who share a common culture and language. Ardrey believes that the need
for territory is a fundamental human need, and that it is this need that
drives the formation of nations.

Evidence for the Theory

Ardrey provides a number of different pieces of evidence to support his
theory. He cites studies of animal behavior, which show that animals of all
species have a strong territorial instinct. He also points to the history of
human warfare, which he argues is largely driven by the need for territory.

In addition, Ardrey draws on anthropology and psychology to support his
theory. He argues that the concept of property is universal across human
cultures, and that it is a product of our evolved psychology.

Implications of the Theory

Ardrey's theory has a number of implications for our understanding of
human behavior. First, it suggests that the need for territory is a
fundamental human need. This need is not simply a product of culture or
society, but is rather a part of our evolutionary heritage.



Second, Ardrey's theory suggests that the concept of property is not simply
a legal or economic construct, but is rather a product of our evolved
psychology. This has implications for our understanding of property rights
and the role of government in protecting those rights.

Third, Ardrey's theory suggests that the formation of nations is a natural
and inevitable process. This process is driven by the need for territory, and
it is not likely to be stopped or reversed.

Robert Ardrey's 'The Territorial Imperative' is a controversial and thought-
provoking book. It provides a unique perspective on the origins of property
and nations, and it has important implications for our understanding of
human behavior. While Ardrey's theory is not without its critics, it is a
valuable contribution to the scientific and philosophical study of human
nature.

By John Smith
Anthropologist and Author
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