
The Explosive Lives of the British Bulldogs:
Unraveling the Iconic Duo's Rise, Rivalry, and
Legacy

The British Bulldogs, a legendary tag team consisting of Davey Boy Smith
and The Dynamite Kid, exploded onto the professional wrestling scene in
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the 1980s, capturing the hearts of fans worldwide with their unparalleled
athleticism, high-flying maneuvers, and undeniable charisma. Their
explosive in-ring performances, fueled by a deep-seated rivalry and
personal turmoil, left an indelible mark on the sport. This comprehensive
article chronicles the captivating journey of this iconic duo, delving into their
humble beginnings, groundbreaking achievements, bitter feuds, and
controversial exit from the squared circle. Through exclusive insights and
captivating anecdotes, we unravel the triumphs and tribulations that shaped
the legacy of The British Bulldogs.

Early Years and Rise to Prominence

Davey Boy Smith and Thomas Billington (The Dynamite Kid) grew up in
Wigan, Lancashire, United Kingdom, and began their wrestling careers as
teenagers. Smith, the son of renowned wrestler "British Bulldog" Davey
Boy Smith Sr., inherited his father's undeniable talent and dedication.
Billington, despite his diminutive stature, possessed exceptional speed,
agility, and a fearless determination.
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Together, they formed a tag team in 1983 and quickly rose through the
ranks of British wrestling, captivating audiences with their innovative and
crowd-pleasing style. Their success led to a contract with Stampede
Wrestling in Canada, where they honed their skills under the tutelage of the
legendary Stu Hart.

Arrival in the WWF

In 1984, The British Bulldogs made their highly anticipated debut in the
World Wrestling Federation (WWF) as part of a tag team tournament. Their
electrifying performances and undeniable chemistry quickly won over the
hearts of American fans, and they soon became one of the most popular
tag teams in the promotion.

The Bulldogs' signature move, the running powerslam, became a fan
favorite, and their high-flying maneuvers and innovative tag team strategies
set the standard for tag team wrestling in the 1980s. Their rivalry with The
Hart Foundation, consisting of Bret Hart, Jim Neidhart, and Owen Hart,
ignited a series of unforgettable matches and further solidified their place
as top contenders.

Triumphs and Championships

The British Bulldogs achieved immense success during their tenure in the
WWF, capturing the WWF Tag Team Championships on two occasions.
Their first reign began in 1985 when they defeated The Dream Team of
Greg Valentine and Brutus Beefcake. They held the titles for over seven
months before losing them to The Hart Foundation.

In 1986, the Bulldogs regained the WWF Tag Team Championships from
The Hart Foundation, setting off a memorable feud that culminated in a



classic match at WrestleMania III. Despite losing the titles to The Hart
Foundation in a rematch, The British Bulldogs remained a formidable force
in the tag team division.

Personal Struggles and Rivalry

Behind the scenes, The British Bulldogs' personal lives were often
tumultuous. Smith struggled with substance abuse, while Billington suffered
from debilitating injuries and personal demons. These struggles created
tension within the team and led to a bitter rivalry that played out in front of
the cameras.

In a controversial storyline, Billington turned on Smith, forming a tag team
with Bret Hart. Their feud culminated in a brutal cage match at
SummerSlam 1985, which Smith won. However, the rivalry continued off-
screen, as Billington and Smith traded barbs in interviews and on social
media.

Controversial Departure from the WWF

In 1988, The British Bulldogs left the WWF under a cloud of controversy.
Smith was fired after testing positive for steroids, while Billington left due to
creative differences with the promotion. Their departure marked the end of
one of the most iconic tag teams in wrestling history.

Legacy and Impact

Despite their controversial exit, The British Bulldogs' legacy lives on. Their
groundbreaking in-ring performances and innovative tag team strategies
revolutionized tag team wrestling in the 1980s and influenced a generation
of wrestlers. Their rivalry with The Hart Foundation is considered one of the



greatest feuds in wrestling history, and their signature move, the running
powerslam, remains a staple of tag team wrestling to this day.

Davey Boy Smith and The Dynamite Kid have been inducted into the WWE
Hall of Fame individually, a testament to their immense contributions to the
sport. Their explosive lives, both in and out of the ring, continue to fascinate
and inspire wrestling fans worldwide.

The Explosive Lives of the British Bulldogs is a captivating tale of triumph,
rivalry, and personal struggle. Their electrifying in-ring performances and
controversial personal lives left an indelible mark on professional wrestling,
forever etching their names in the annals of sports entertainment. Their
legacy continues to inspire and influence wrestlers and fans alike, ensuring
that the British Bulldogs will always be remembered as one of the most
iconic tag teams in history.
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