
The True Story of Day Survivor: An Unlikely
Friendship and Lost Shipwreck Off the Lost
Garden of the Gods**

In 1978, a fishing boat named "Day Survivor" set sail from San Diego,
California, bound for the remote Lost Garden of the Gods off the coast of
Baja California. On board were three fishermen: Captain Steve Katich,
Hugh Woolen, and Barry Gibson. What began as a routine fishing trip
turned into an epic battle for survival when their boat capsized and they
were stranded on a desolate island. This is the true story of their unlikely
friendship, the shipwreck that changed their lives, and the incredible
journey that followed.

The Capsizing of the Day Survivor

The Day Survivor was a 35-foot sportfishing boat that had been custom
built for Katich, an experienced fisherman and boatbuilder. On July 26,
1978, Katich, Woolen, and Gibson set off from San Diego on a three-day
fishing trip to the Lost Garden of the Gods, a group of uninhabited islands
located about 100 miles south of the border with Mexico.
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The weather was clear and calm as they left the harbor. But as they
approached the islands, a storm blew in with strong winds and high seas.
The Day Survivor was caught in the storm and began to take on water.

The crew tried to pump the water out, but it was too late. The boat capsized
and sank within minutes. Katich, Woolen, and Gibson were thrown into the
raging sea. They were lucky to survive the impact and managed to cling to
pieces of wreckage.

Stranded on a Desolate Island

The three men clung to their wreckage for hours until they were finally
washed ashore on a small, uninhabited island. They were exhausted,
hungry, and dehydrated. They had no food, water, or shelter.

The island was barren and rocky, with no vegetation or wildlife. The only
source of water was a small stream that flowed down from the cliffs. Katich,
Woolen, and Gibson knew that they had to find a way to survive if they
were going to make it off the island alive.

An Unlikely Friendship

In the days that followed, the three men relied on each other for survival.
They shared their meager supplies of food and water, and they worked
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together to build a shelter from the elements.

Despite their differences in personality and background, Katich, Woolen,
and Gibson formed an unlikely friendship. Katich was a gruff and
experienced fisherman, Woolen was a quiet and thoughtful writer, and
Gibson was a young and idealistic artist.

Together, they faced the challenges of survival with courage and
determination. They hunted for food, collected rainwater, and built a raft to
escape the island.

The Lost Shipwreck

As the days turned into weeks, Katich, Woolen, and Gibson began to
explore the island. They hoped to find signs of civilization or a way to
escape.

One day, they stumbled upon a wreck of an ancient ship. The ship was
embedded in the rocks and had been there for centuries. It was clear that
the ship had been carrying treasure when it sank.

Katich, Woolen, and Gibson searched the wreckage for treasure, but they
found nothing. They did, however, find a logbook that contained the ship's
history.

The logbook revealed that the ship was called the "Santissima Trinidad"
and that it had been a Spanish galleon that sailed from Mexico to the
Philippines in the 16th century. The ship had been carrying a cargo of gold
and silver when it sank off the coast of the island.



The Escape from the Island

Katich, Woolen, and Gibson knew that the treasure from the Santissima
Trinidad could be their ticket off the island. They decided to build a raft and
sail to the mainland.

They spent weeks building the raft and gathering supplies. They used logs
from the island's trees and sails from the wreckage of the Day Survivor.

Finally, the raft was complete. Katich, Woolen, and Gibson set sail with high
hopes of reaching the mainland.

The Rescue

The raft sailed for days across the open ocean. Katich, Woolen, and
Gibson endured storms and hunger, but they never gave up hope.

Finally, on August 10, 1978, they spotted a fishing boat on the horizon.
They waved their arms and shouted for help.

The fishing boat rescued Katich, Woolen, and Gibson and took them to the
mainland. They had been stranded on the island for 45 days.

Aftermath

Katich, Woolen, and Gibson were hailed as heroes when they returned to
San Diego. They had survived a harrowing ordeal and had lived to tell their
story.



The story of Day Survivor became a book and a movie. It is a testament to
the power of friendship, courage, and survival.

The story of Day Survivor is an incredible tale of survival, friendship, and
hope. It is a story that reminds us that anything is possible if we have the
courage to face our challenges head-on.
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